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The ESSA program 
 

Mainstreaming  
strong sustainability  
and agency into  
teacher education 
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The ESSA  
program 

 

In the ESSA program we 

explore ways for teacher 

educators and their 

institutions … 

 

… to initiate a systematic 

and thorough 

implementation of strong 

sustainability and 

agency … 

 

… into their syllabi  

and working practices. 
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Ecosystem  
services 
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Global hectares 

Ecological footprint 

Social justice 

4 

Tipping points 

Planetary boundaries 

Ecosystems 

Resilience 

New demands from 
science and society! 

“All social and economic development within planetary boundaries” 

Commons 

Biosphere 
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• Lesson ideas and 
approaches for the 
classroom. 
 

  
• A tool for discussions on 
enlarged implementation of 
sustainability issues in 
teacher education.  
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The ESSA  
programme 
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     an open interactive internet platform  

on line   
 

On line courses for teacher 
educators and trainees 

 

 
Global ESD 

community of practice 
   

 
Living resource of 

tools, methods and approaches 
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Workshops for  

teacher educators in  
Africa and Asia 

 

 
Nagoya DESD 2014 

UN Decade of Education for 
Sustainable Development  

   

 
ESSA on line 
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• Lesson ideas for the classroom. 
 

  
• A tool for discussions on 
enlarged implementation of 
sustainability issues in teacher 
education.  
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Understanding systems 



Linear flow Recycling Homeostasis 

Using models 



Planetary boundaries 
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”However conceived , described, or 

analyzed, … 

  

… sustainability is the issue of our 

time,…  

 

…all others being subordinate to the 

global conversation now under way 

about …  

 

…whether how, and under what 

circumstances the human experiment 

will continue.” 

Professor of Environmental Studies and Politics 
 at Oberlyn College, Ohio, US 

David W. Orr 
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